James Painchaud

Instructor: Mr. Thomas Plati

Assignment:  Lesson Plan 2
Due: August 7, 2010

Lesson:                  Getting to know each other through usage of Kidspiration and InspireData
Class:                     Grade 4  ELA (English Language Arts)  Class

Project using Kidspiration Template:  Please see the sample template handed out in class.
Project using InspireData Template:  Please see the sample template handed out in class.

Project Grade:       You will be graded according to your participation during class and will be applied
                               towards your Participation grade which is 25% of your overall grade

Project Duration:   3 days

Handouts:           Grade 4 Kidspiration Template - Lesson 2 Sample kid file - Mr Painchaud
                             Grade 4 InspireData Class Survey Template - Pair Share Student Questionnaire Lesson Plan 2
Project Description and Objective:  This lesson is to be completed during the first two weeks of the new school year. It is the first week of school and this project is a good way of giving the students a chance in getting to know each other while learning the basics of two applications to be utilized in the classroom throughout the year.  This lesson’s objective is to give 4th grade students a fun activity which begins by showing them how to organize and develop their thoughts and ideas using Kidspiration.  Kidspiration is a software application that allows the students to use visual organizers in order to help them to organize their thoughts and ideas prior to either writing an essay or paper, or presenting information in class. 

The project begins with a tutorial on using Kidspiration in order for a student to provide information about themselves and to be later shared with a partner and later on the whole class. Once this information is added using Kidspiration each student will be allowed to share this information with one other student in the class who will be responsible for reading the information associated with the student with which they are paired giving them practice in analyzing data about the student with which they have been paired (also known as the Pair and Share model).  Using each other’s Kidspiration file each paired set of students will answer a questionnaire using the software application InspireData.  The Pair and Share model allows two students to work together sharing information and ideas with each other. In this way, students who have a difficult time in beginning a project can share expertise, questions, and basically teach each other as they develop their thoughts and ideas. This helps students to learn how to solve problems on their own while working cooperatively with their peers.

The next and final phase of this project allows the students to learn about the students in the class as a whole exploring and analyzing their similarities and differences and seeing in a fun way just how much the students in the class have in common while recognizing their individualities as well.  The software application InspireData, which provides a visual for examining, analyzing, and organizing data, will be used for this purpose as we examine the results of the individual questionnaire as a whole incorporating responses from all students.  The classroom projector will be used so that results of the questionnaire can be viewed and discussed as a class thus teaching all of us about the class as a whole and allowing the class and students in getting to know each other better.  
Classroom environment:  Class project is to be accomplished in the elementary school computer lab which consists of 20 desktop computers running Windows XP.  

Hardware required:  Desktop computers, and a classroom projector
Software required:   Kidspiration 3 and InspireData which have already been installed by the ITC or ITT
Project Grade:          Since the project is being used as a device to teach students how to use kidspiration and InspireData for future projects throughout the year, and as a way of students in the class getting to know a little about each other, work performed will not be graded specifically as a project grade but the students instead will have their participation in the project be graded towards the 25% of their grade associated with classroom participation and motivation.
Name of Project:  Getting to know our Class.
Daily Project Tasks:  All students will perform the following steps as the instructor demonstrates the steps using a projector and screen.
Day 1 Task 1:  Learning the basics of using graphic organizers to organize information using visual aids as found in the software application Kidspiration.  Students are to show a representation of themselves and their family beginning with putting in a Main idea box and then typing in their name.  Students are instructed to log into their assigned computer with the school provide username and password.  Students are then to click on the windows icon in the bottom left corner of their screen and click on the program name Kidspiration.
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Day 1 Task 2: Once Kidspiration starts up click where it says “Picture View” to create a new “.kids” file.
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Day 1 Task 3:  Once clicked, Kidspiration opens a new “.kid” file and begins with a “main idea” box as shown in the picture below.  Have the students place their name where it says “main idea”.


Day 1 Task 4: Point out to the students how holding the cursor over any of the menu options results in the program reading to the student what tool they are pointing to.  Now we want each student to add ovals and text to the visual organizer showing information such as:
1) Age

2) Number of brothers

3) Number of sisters

4) Favorite subject

5) Number of pets

6) Type of pets

As shown below:  

Important Note: Have students Save their file at the end of class so that the project can be continued tomorrow.
                             Students will save their file to their assigned network folder.
Day 2 Task 1:   Today the students should add pictures to their graphical organizer in order to reflect better their pets, family members, and favorite subject.  Show the students how to find different pictures.  For family members a picture should be added that reflects something unique about their brothers and sisters, as well as favorite subject and pets.  An example is shown below.
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Day 2 Task 2:  Now we want each pair of students to share with each other the information they provided in their Kidspiration file.  Now the students can exchange files with their partner and may discuss with their partner any questions they may have on what they see.  In the next steps each partner will view the other student’s kidspiration file, analyze the data, and fill in a record associated the information provided by the student.
NEXT:  Now have the students click on the windows icon in the bottom left corner of their screen and click on All Programs and then the program named InspireData.

Once the InspireData application has been started the students will be instructed to Open the template file named Pair Share Student Questionnaire Lesson Plan 2. 

Day 2 Task 3:

Once opened the database record below is seen.  The student will use their partner’s Kidspiration file and add the information to the corresponding fields in the record.  When done the students will save the file to their network folder.

End of Day 2 of the Getting to know your Class project.

Day 3:   The instructor will take all InspireData files after Day 2 and merge all of the results into one database file.  During class on the third day the instructor will use InspireData with the classroom projector showing the students how data can be viewed and analyzed.
This concludes the Lesson 2 assignment.






