Regulations for Educator Licensure ~ 603 CMR 7.04, 7.05, 7.06 (14)
7.04: Types of Educator Licenses, Requirements for Licensure, Licenses Issued, and Requirements for Field-Based Experience

(1) Types of Licenses.

(a) Preliminary 
(b) Initial 
(c) Professional 
(d) Temporary 

(2) Requirements for Teacher Licensure.

(a) Preliminary. This is available only for licenses under 603 CMR 7.04 (3) (a) 

1. Possession of a bachelor's degree.

2. Passing score on the Communication and Literacy Skills test.

3. Passing score on the subject matter knowledge test(s) appropriate to the license sought, based on the subject matter knowledge requirements set forth in 603 CMR 7.06, where available.

4. Competency Review for candidates seeking the following licenses: 

1. Teacher of students with moderate disabilities, teacher of students with severe disabilities, teacher of the deaf and hard-of-hearing, and teacher of the visually impaired.

2. Fields for which there is no subject matter knowledge test available.

5. Additional requirements for the early childhood, elementary, teacher of students with moderate disabilities, and teacher of the visually impaired licenses: 

1. Seminars or courses that address teaching these populations: 

1. Reading

2. English language arts 

3. Mathematics

2. Seminars or courses on ways to prepare and maintain students with disabilities for general classrooms; for example, use of strategies for learning and of behavioral management principles. 

3. Passing score on the Foundations of Reading test.

6. Additional requirements for the teacher of students with severe disabilities license: 

1. Seminars or courses that address teaching this population: 

1. Reading

2. English language arts

3. Mathematics

2. Seminars or courses on ways to prepare and maintain students with disabilities for general classrooms; for example, use of strategies for learning and of behavioral management principles.

7. Additional requirements for the teacher of the deaf and hard of hearing license: 

1. Seminars or courses that address teaching this population: 

1. Reading

2. English language arts

3. Mathematics

2. Seminars or courses on ways to prepare and maintain students with disabilities for general classrooms; for example, use of strategies for learning and of behavioral management principles. 

3. Passing score on either a test of the teaching of reading to deaf and hard-of-hearing students approved by the Department, when available, or the Foundations of Reading test.

8. Evidence of sound moral character.

(b) Initial

1. Possession of a bachelor's degree.

2. Passing score on the Communication and Literacy Skills test.

3. Passing score on the subject matter knowledge test(s) appropriate to the license sought, based on the subject matter knowledge requirements set forth in 603 CMR 7.06 and 7.07. Where no test has been established, completion of an approved program will satisfy this requirement.

4. Completion of an approved program for the Initial license sought as set forth in 603 CMR 7.03 (2) (a).

5. Evidence of sound moral character.

(c) Professional

1. Possession of an Initial license in the same field as the Professional license sought.

2. Completion of a one-year induction program with a mentor.

3. At least three full years of employment under the Initial license.

4. At least 50 hours of a mentored experience beyond the induction year, which may be fulfilled as part of a program option in 603 CMR 7.04 (2) (c) 5.

5. Completion of one of the following: 

1. Approved district-based program for the Professional license sought as set forth in 603 CMR 7.03 (2) (b) 1. a.

2. A master's or higher graduate level program in an accredited college or university that is or includes one of the following: 

1. Approved program for the Professional license sought as set forth in 603 CMR 7.03 (2) (b) 1. b.

2. A master's degree program or other advanced graduate program in the academic discipline appropriate to the license sought in a graduate or professional school other than education.

3. For those who have completed any master's or higher degree or other advanced graduate program not described in 603 CMR 7.04 (2) (c) 5. b., in an accredited college or university, one of the following: 

1. Approved, non-degree, 12-credit program of which no fewer than nine credits are in the academic discipline appropriate to the instructional field of the Professional license sought as set forth in 603 CMR 7.03 (2) (b) 1.

2. 12 credits of graduate level courses in the academic discipline appropriate to the instructional field of the Professional license sought; these may include credits earned prior to application for the license.

4. Programs leading to eligibility for master teacher status, such as those sponsored by the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards and others accepted by the Commissioner.

5. A Department-sponsored Performance Assessment Program, when available.

(d) Temporary

1. Possession of a valid educator license or certificate from another state or jurisdiction of a type comparable to at least an Initial license in Massachusetts.

2. At least three years of employment under such valid license or certificate.

3. Has not failed any part of the applicable licensure tests required by 603 CMR 7.04 (2) (a) 2 and 3.

4. Evidence of sound moral character.

(3) Licenses Issued. The following licenses will be issued and will be valid for employment at the grade levels indicated:

(a) Teacher Licenses and Levels 

	1. Biology 
	5-8; 8-12

	2. Business
	5-12 

	3. Chemistry 
	5-8; 8-12

	4. Dance
	All

	5. Early Childhood: Teacher of Students With and Without Disabilities
	PreK-2

	6. Earth Science 
	5-8; 8-12

	7. Elementary 
	1-6

	8. English 
	5-8; 8-12

	9. English as a Second Language (ESL)
	PreK-6; 5-12

	10. Foreign Language 
	PreK-6; 5-12

	11. General Science 
	1-6; 5-8

	12. Health/Family and Consumer Sciences
	All

	13. History 
	1-6; 5-8; 8-12

	14. Instructional Technology
	All

	15. Latin and Classical Humanities 
	5-12 

	16. Library
	All

	17. Mathematics 
	1-6; 5-8; 8-12

	18. Middle School: Humanities
	5-8

	19. Middle School: Mathematics/Science
	5-8

	20. Music: Vocal/Instrumental/General 
	All

	21. Physical Education 
	PreK-8; 5-12

	22. Physics 
	5-8; 8-12

	23. Political Science/Political Philosophy 
	5-8; 8-12

	24. Speech 
	All

	25. Teacher of Students with Moderate Disabilities
	PreK-8; 5-12

	26. Teacher of Students with Severe Disabilities
	All

	27. Teacher of the Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing 
	All

	28. Teacher of the Visually Impaired 
	All

	29. Technology/Engineering
	5-12

	30. Theater 
	All

	31. Visual Art 
	PreK-8; 5-12


(b) Specialist Teacher Licenses and Levels 

	1. Academically Advanced 
	PreK-8

	2. Reading 
	All

	3. Speech, Language, and Hearing Disorders
	All


(c) Administrator Licenses and Levels 

	1. Superintendent/Assistant Superintendent 
	All

	2. School Principal/Assistant School Principal 
	PreK-6; 5-8; 9-12

	3. Supervisor/Director 
	Dependent on Prerequisite License

	4. Special Education Administrator 
	All

	5. School Business Administrator 
	All


(d) Professional Support Personnel Licenses and Levels 

	1. School Guidance Counselor 
	PreK-8; 5-12

	2. School Nurse 
	All

	3. School Psychologist
	All

	4. School Social Worker/School Adjustment Counselor
	All


(4) Requirements for Field-Based Experience for the Initial License. Field-based experiences are an integral component of any program for the preparation of educators. They must begin early in the preparation program (pre-practicum) and be integrated into the courses or seminars that address Professional Standards for Teachers or Professional Standards for Administrators.

A practicum or practicum equivalent must be supervised jointly by the supervisor from the preparation program in which the candidate is enrolled and the supervising practitioner. The supervising practitioner responsible for the larger portion of the practicum or practicum equivalent and the program supervisor will together evaluate the candidate on the basis of the appropriate standards. Disagreement between the supervising practitioner and the program supervisor will be resolved by the decision of a third person chosen jointly by them.

Practicum or Practicum Equivalent Requirements are as follows:

	(a) Early Childhood: Teacher of Students With and Without Disabilities (100 hours in PreK-K, 200 hours in 1-2; at least one setting must include children with disabilities)
	300 hours

	(b) Teacher, Grades 1-6
	300 hours

	(c) Teacher, Grades 5-8
	150 hours

	(d) Teacher, Grades 8-12
	150 hours

	(e) Teacher, Grades PreK-6 or PreK-8
	150 hours

	(f) Teacher, Grades 5-12
	150 hours

	(g) Teacher, All 
(150 hours at each of any two of the following levels: PreK-6, 5-8, 8-12)
	300 hours

	(h) Library
	200 hours

	(i) Teacher of Students with Moderate Disabilities 
(for PreK-8, 300 hours in an inclusive general education setting or 75 hours in an inclusive general education setting and 225 hours in a separate or substantially separate setting for students with moderate disabilities; for 5-12, 150 hours in an inclusive general education classroom or 75 hours in an inclusive general education classroom and 75 hours in a separate or substantially separate setting for students with moderate disabilities)*
	*

	(j) Teacher of Students with Severe Disabilities 
(at least 75 hours in an inclusive general education classroom at any level, and at least 150 hours in a setting with students with severe disabilities; the remaining 75 hours may be in either setting)
	300 hours

	(k) Specialist (unless otherwise indicated)
	150 hours

	(l) Superintendent/Assistant Superintendent
	300 hours

	(m) Principal/Assistant Principal
	300 hours 

	(n) Supervisor/Director
	300 hours

	(o) Special Education Administrator
	300 hours

	(p) School Business Administrator
	300 hours

	(q) Professional Support Personnel 
(See individual license requirements)**
	**


7.05: Routes to Initial Teacher and Specialist Teacher Licenses

(1) Route One is for teacher candidates who receive their preparation in approved undergraduate programs. Route One cannot be used to prepare for a license as a library teacher. Candidates seeking licensure under Route One shall meet the following requirements:

(a) Bachelor's degree. 
(b) Completion of an approved program as set forth in 7.03 (2) (a). 
(c) Passing score on the Communication and Literacy Skills test. 
(d) Passing score on the subject matter knowledge test(s) appropriate to the license sought, based on the subject matter knowledge requirements set forth in 603 CMR 7.06 and 7.07. 


(2) Route Two is for teacher candidates who receive their preparation in approved post-baccalaureate programs, including approved alternative programs. Teacher candidates seeking licensure under Route Two must meet the following requirements:

(a) Bachelor's degree. 
(b) Completion of an approved program as set forth in 7.03 (2) (a). 
(c) Passing score on the Communication and Literacy Skills test. 
(d) Passing score on the subject matter knowledge test(s) appropriate to the license sought, based on the subject matter knowledge requirements in 603 CMR 7.06 and 7.07. 


(3) Route Three is for teacher candidates who hold a Preliminary license, serve in a school and are either hired as teachers of record or are serving an apprenticeship in a classroom under the direct supervision of a teacher who holds an appropriate license. Candidates seeking licensure under Route Three shall meet the following requirements: 

(a) Possession of a Preliminary license in the field and at the level of the license sought. See 603 CMR 7.04 (2) (a).
(b) An approved program for the license sought. 


(4) Route Four is the Performance Review Program for Initial Licensure process for teacher candidates who hold a Preliminary license, are hired as teachers of record, and are working in a district that does not have an approved program for the Initial license. Route Four is not available for the following teacher and specialist teacher licenses: early childhood, elementary, library, teacher of students with moderate disabilities, teacher of students with severe disabilities, teacher of the deaf and hard-of-hearing, teacher of the visually impaired, academically advanced, reading, and speech/language/hearing disorders. Candidates seeking licensure under Route Four shall meet the following eligibility requirements:

(a) Possession of a Preliminary license in the field and at the level of the license sought. See 603 CMR 7.04 (2) (a). 
(b) At least three full years of employment in the role of the Preliminary license. 
(c) Documentation of seminars, courses, and experience relevant to the Professional Standards for Teachers in 603 7.08 (2). 
(d) A recommendation from the principal of each school where the candidate was employed under the Preliminary license or in the role of the license sought. 
(e) A competency review for those license fields that have no subject matter knowledge test, or for which not all the subject matter knowledge required for the license is measured by the test. 


(5) Route Five is for candidates from outside Massachusetts. Candidates seeking licensure under Route Five shall meet the following requirements:

(a) Evidence of one of the following: 

1. Completion of a state-approved educator preparation program in a state with which Massachusetts has signed the NASDTEC Interstate Contract.

2. Completion of an educator preparation program sponsored by a college or university outside Massachusetts that has been accredited by the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE).

3. Possession of a Regional Credential.

4. Possession of the equivalent of at least an Initial license/certificate issued by a state with which Massachusetts has signed the NASDTEC Interstate Contract and three years of employment under such license/certificate during the previous seven years.

(b) Passing score on the Communication and Literacy Skills test. 
(c) Passing score on the subject matter knowledge test(s) appropriate to the license sought, where available, based on the subject matter knowledge requirements set forth in 603 CMR 7.06 and 7.07.

7.06: Subject Matter Knowledge Requirements for Teachers

 (14) Instructional Technology (Levels: All) 

(a) The following topics will be addressed on a test of subject matter knowledge: 

1. Technology tools for word processing, databases, spreadsheets, print/graphic utilities, multi- and hypermedias, presentations, videos for the purpose of formal and informal assessment, instruction, and administration for professional and instructional use.

2. Communications and research tools such as email, world wide web, web browsers, and other online applications that link to the state standards and requirements, for professional and instructional use.

3. Criteria for selection, evaluation, and use of appropriate computer/technology based materials to support a variety of instructional methods.

4. Ethical and social issues surrounding privacy, copyright, and crime relating to educational technology and resources.

(b) The following topics shall be included in an approved program but will not be addressed on a test of subject matter knowledge: 

1. Use of resources for adaptive/assistive devices that provide access for all students.

2. Methods to support classroom teachers and other school personnel in improving student learning through appropriate use of technology in the classroom, including consultation techniques and professional development.

